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The M. V. “Ilala” in Monkey Bay, Lake Nyasa, Nyasaland 
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We call upon the faithful of all races to do everything in their 


power to help build a happy and harmonious society 


. . . Firmly united to their Bishops and 


Clergy, and supported by an elite of Christians of all races well- 
instructed in the social doctrine of the Church, they must make this doctrine heard in all 


spheres of public, social and professional life . 


. . If they fail to do so, they will 


open the door to the manifold evils which have befallen those countries which have re- 
jected Christian principles. (extract from the Bishops of Northern Rhodesia) 


AFRICA 


MAGN! ESSE MEREAMUR 


“DESERVE TO BE GREAT” 
(motto of the Federation Rhodesia-Nyasaland) 


A SISTER, returning straight from her mission some- 
where in the Federation, after some reflection gave 
me the following answer, when asked to sum up the 
present situation in the Territory: 

“The present situation? — the one existing at the 
time of my departure has already given place to 
another; that of today will not be the same tomorrow 

>” 

There you have in a few words, the definition of 
Africa today; the Africa that in the past, was said 
to be the “retarded, motionless, immutable conti- 
nent,” and which finds itself suddenly caught up in 
the rush of progress — and daily presents the world 
with new surprises! 

The population of these regions have made great 
strides in all fields: social, religious, technical and 
industrial. But this progress itself exposes them to 
the same crises as the rest of modern Africa: po- 
litical unrest; intense nationalist feeling, often in- 
flamed by selfish interests; the desire of self-govern- 
ment, quite legitimate in itself but sometimes playing 
into the hands of subversive ideologies. 

There is nothing surprising in all that, but one 
may well wonder anxiously what tomorrow has in 
store. 

In the present turmoil which menaces the equilib- 
rium of immense African territories, the Church 
remains attentive and profoundly understanding of 


WHITE SISTERS 


the rights, aspirations and sufferings of all; sufferings 
that she shares and desires to lighten. Her role is not 
to judge nor to intervene in any way whatsoever in 
affairs of a political order; her message is one of 
charity towards all, without distinction of race. 

World peace — peace in Africa, — is above all, a 
question of comprehension. 


That is why Africa needs, more than ever before, 
missionaries that are armed with broad-minded com- 
prehension and a zeal that is completely disinterested. 


The days of paternalism are past and gone. The 
missionary of today must be of an exceptional spiri- 
tual quality, but his task, difficult and delicate as it 
doubtless is, will only be the more efficacious, if 
marked with the stamp of the Cross. 

Today, the Rhodesias and Nyasaland, like all 
medern Africa, are at a dramatic moment of their 
history. It is to be hoped —and it is our duty as 
Christians to pray—that the drama may end 
happily in the equitable recognition of the rights 
of all concerned. Only thus will the peoples of 
Central Africa continue to advance on the road of 
progress along which they have already taken such 
giant strides, and, before the eyes of the world, prove 
that they 

DESERVE TO BE GREAT! 


Sister Jacques de Compostelle, WS. 
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Livingstone discovered tt. 
Rhodes took it in hand. , 
Huggins made it what Tis... 


CENTRAL AFRICA is poor in ancient monuments, 
though experts have, some years ago, excavated a 
skull which according to their estimations, is well 
passed 40,000 years old! This skull and his deceased 
owner they named “homo Rhodesensis,” and quite 
rightly too, since this “homo” was found in Rhodesia, 
at Broken Hill. 

But if there is a “future for prehistory” in Rho- 
desia, there is but little for history, though in numer- 
ous caverns, ochre paintings have been discovered, 
representing dance and hunting scenes. Their authors 
seem to have been among the most ancient inhabitants 
of the country . . . Pygmies and Bushmen. In short, 
for thousands of years these people neither went to 
school, nor built pyramids. Supplanted by the Bantu, 
invading from the north, Bushmen and Pygmies have 
practically disappeared. Some are to be found here 


AFRICA'S GREATEST MYSTERY —— > 


who built the ZIMBABWE Ruins, near Fort Victoria? 
— ae Tower is a prominent feature of the Elliptical 
emple. 

The Temple, a massive roofless structure of dry masonry, 
with walls 4 to 5 yards thick and whose height nearly 
reaches 11 yards, takes up a ground space of well over 
100 yards long. 

Archeologists disagree regarding its origin. Some are of 
the opinion that it dates from the years 1200 to 900 B.C. 
and attribute it to the Egyptians, Phoenicians or Dravidians 
of India, who might very well have sent pioneers to this 
region of Africa. Other experts judge it as being nearer to 
our age and date it from the year 900 to 1500 of our area, 
considering it as an African construction, work of some 
tribe or other not to be found at the present day. 


The mystery remains unsolved .. . 


Photo-Info. Office, London 


and there in the Congo and in Equatorial Africa. 


Nevertheless these ancient inhabitants of Rhodesia 
built temples amazingly constructed with non-ce- 
mented bricks and ovoid in shape. But the fog of the 
past is so thick, that in dating these fascinating ruins, 
experts waver between the years 1200 before, and 
1500 after Christ. 


THE PORTUGUESE AND MOSLEM SLAVE 
MERCHANTS PASSED THAT WAY. 

In the sixteenth century, Portuguese explorers, 
merchants and missionaries came from Angola and 
Mozambique to Rhodesia, and Moslem slave mer- 
chants came there for their traffic. The situation was 
not at all peaceful, to say the least, and the first 
Catholic priest, the Jesuit, Gonzales Da Silveira who 
baptized the remarkable King of the Monomotapa, 
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payed for such a revolutionary conversion with his 
life. As Portuguese power diminished and the mother- 
country gave its attention to other objectives, Central 
Africa fell into bloody anarchy and became the 
hunting-ground of slave merchants. 


LIVINGSTONE AND STANLEY MET THERE 


The Scots Pastor-Doctor, Livingstone, explored 
these regions with a mild but undaunted obstinacy 
which was to make him renowned as the prototype 
of all peaceful pioneers. The vigorous Englishman, 
Stanley, become American journalist, came in his 
turn to seek Livingstone, thought to be lost, and 
joined him on the shores of Lake Tanganyika, on the 
Northern borders of Rhodesia. Central Africa was 
being talked about on all sides . . . but until Stan- 
ley’s arrival, Livingstone’s descriptions had not been 


WHITE SISTERS 


taken too seriously. Then it was that Cecil Rhodes, 
genial and generous businessman, arrived on the 
scene . . . he who was to be called the “Napoleon 
of the Cape.” 


HUGGINS HAD THREE AIMS 

Prime Minister of Southern Rhodesia from 1933, 
Sir Godfrey Huggins became Prime Minister of the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland when it came 
into being in 1953. His efforts, as those of his power- 
ful party, bore especially on three points: health, 
education and agriculture. 

On his retirement, in 1956, he was succeeeded by 
Rhodesian-born Sir Roy Welensky. Though having 
“not a drop of English blood” in his veins, he once 
wrote, “If there is one thing I stand for in this 
world, it is a belief in the British Commonwealth 
which has been an instrument for good not evil.” 
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The European occupation of the Territories known today as the 
Federation of Rhodesia-Nyasaland is a human history full 
of violence and energy, like all human histories . . . The following three 
articles are taken from the writings of Lawrence 
C. Vambe, Editor in Chief of “African Newspapers Ltd.” 


THE AFRICAN DRAMA 


THE FIRST SCENE of this drama which has lost neither 
its freshness nor its actuality, was acted when David 
Livingstone, missionary, doctor, explorer and _phi- 
lanthropist, crossed these regions, discovered the 
panorama of the Victoria Falls, followed the course 
of the Zambezi from its source to the Indian Ocean, 
and in his zeal, decided that the West, represented 
by Great Britain, must draw Central Africa within 
the orbit of its Christian civilization and commercial 
enterprises, thus saving its inhabitants from slavery 
and at the same time from the ravages of tribal wars, 
poverty, famine and sickness. 


Livingstone’s exploits brought about a rush towards 
Africa which led to all sorts of diplomatic and 
military enterprises, resulting in the division of 
Africa South of the Sahara into as many portions as 
there were European countries in the running. 


Up till then, that part of Africa had remained, for 
the exterior world, the unknown dark continent. 


It is undeniable, for the modern historian who 
can see on all sides the benefits of civilization pos- 
sessed by the Africans, that the White man was 
offering the African something infinitely superior to 
what the Arab slave merchants could give him. 

That is why the author of this article, who is of 
African origin, in no wise deplores the series of his- 
toric events which changed the face of Central 
Africa. 


The English made a permanent settlement in 


Rhodesia in 1859 when the Reverend R. Moffat 
established a mission in Matabeleland. Thirty-one 
years later the missionary group sent by Cecil John 
Rhodes founded Fort-Salisbury and opened the 
country in the name of the “British South Africa 
Company.” 

Few peoples in the history of mankind were less 
prepared for Western civilization than were the 
Bantu of Central Africa seventy years ago. For years 
they had remained strangers to outside influence, a 
people of shepherds, without written language, un- 
familiar with even as simpie an invention as that 
of the wheel. Wars and famine had exhausted them; 
existence meant a daily struggle. The migrations 
which had brought them, in course of time, from the 
equatorial regions of Africa to their present homes 
left them still farther from the currents of world 
history. When the Whites settled in the country, 
these peoples had nothing with which to oppose them, 
except a few rules and customs, and a social structure 
made up of little tribes ruled by rival chiefs. 


And yet, faced with the prospect of startling 
changes brought about by European settlement, the 
people of these regions showed astonishing adapta- 
bility, appreciating at its proper price what European 
civilization could bring them. Instead of resisting 
desperately as did the Indians, and of using their 
methods, my people chose the way of cooperation 
and adaptation to a civilization which, though ex- 
tremely complex, could bring them immense benefits. 


VICTORIA FALLS:(top right photo) 
nearly twice the height of Niagara . 


Photo by R. D. K. Hadden — Federal Info. Dept. 


A scene that will one day be “scene” no longer. 
Photo by R. L. Kinsey — Federal Info. Dept. 
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SEVENTY YEARS have passed since the first European 
settlement was made. The country and its inhabitants 
have undergone a complete transformation. 


Towns have sprung up in the savannah lands, roads 
cross in all directions, bridges span the rivers, — even 
the Zambezi, for the first time since its creation, 
submits to the power of man at Kariba, where a 
gigantic hydro-electric plan, one of the most am- 
bitious in Africa, has been successfully carried out 
and which will furnish the region with all the energy 
it will need in future years. 


Livingstone — not to mention Matabele — would 
be quite astonished, were he to return to this earth, 
to see the changes brought in Africa, changes at once 
physical and mental, and which are due to the com- 
bined efforts of Whites and Africans. 


The external results of European civilization are 
visible in the present generation of Africans, many 
of whose parents had been, half a century ago, amazed 
at the sight of a white man. 


8 


The African in a loin cloth carrying a spear exists 
no longer. Instead a new African has emerged: the 
African who dresses, eats and lives like a European. 
He wants a brick house furnished, if he has the 
means, with all that makes for European comfort. 
He rides a bicycle or drives a car, and is an integral 
part of the European industrial system. In his coun- 
try’s industry, the Africans by their number, occupy 
an important place, assuring at once the manual work 
and the bulk of consumers. 


The European influence has also modified the 
mentality of the African. The most amazing fact is 
that he wants to become identified with the European. 
The African does not content himself with wearing 
a necktie; he talks of the “Rights of Man” with the 
same enthusiasm as an American or English intellec- 
tual. Above all he is desirous of sending his children 
to school, of living in a democratic society, free from 
the prejudices of race and birth. The man who can 
bring about decisive steps in that direction will 
revolutionize human relations in all Central Africa. 


africa 
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Chiromo Bridge. arenes vital railway 
link with the sea, the bridge over the Shire 
River at Chiromo, was first opened in July 
1907. In 1948 exceptional floods destroyed 
the bridge, and until the completion of the 
present bridge in 1950 goods and passengers, 
in fact, whole trains, had to be ferried 
across the river on pontoons attached to the 
old stern-wheeled river steamers. The bridge 
stands 70 miles up the line from the longest 
railway bridge in the world, the Lower 
Zambesi Bridge 2.4 miles long. 


Photo by British Central Office of Information 


An African author being interviewed by the 
Federal Broadcasting Corporation. 

The S. Rhodesia African Literature Bureau, 
who sponsored his book, has been a prime 
mover in the establishment of a purely Af- 
rican Literature in Vernacular Languages. 


Photo — Southern Rhodesia Information Service 


An aerial photograph of a section of Salis- 
bury City in Southern Rhodesia. 


Photo — Federal Information Dept. 
by R. D. K. Hadden 


WHITE SISTERS 
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BUT OPTIMISM CAN NEVER GO BEYOND CERTAIN LIMITS. 


CRISIS 
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‘encased 


Po.iticaLty, the country is going through a period 
of crisis; but a crisis, | hasten to add, common to the 
whole of this continent which is living a troubled 
period. Nothing very extraordinary I will cer- 
tainly be excused if I place myself in this matter, at 
the Africans’ point of view 

From the beginning of the English protectorate, 
it had been agreed that the interests of the Africans 
held first place and that in due time they would 
acquire self-government. When the English Govern- 
ment accepted the proposal of Lord Malvern con- 
cerning the unification of the two Rhodesias and 


Nyasaland, great care was taken to appease the fears 


Lusaka Radio Station, Northern Rhodesia. 
Photo — Northern Rhodesia 


and answer the objections of the Africans. Northern 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland have kept their special 
status as British Protectorates, and the people of the 
three territories are represented directly and indirectly 
in the Federal Assembly, while an African Director 
of Affairs defends the interests of the population and 
prevents the elaboration of all discriminatory legisla- 
tion. The new Constitution allows for fifteen repre- 
sentatives in a chamber of fifty-nine members: twelve 
Africans and three Europeans. 


The preamble of the first Constitution and of those 
which followed declares that the Federation will 


follow up a policy of association among the races. 
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No exact definition was given of this “policy of as- 


sociation” although everyone agreed to follow it, and 
its spirit, up to the present, has been respected. But 
how can it bring about equal rights for the African? 
There lies the problem. 

Actually, in the political and economical fields, the 
white population has much more power than_ its 
numbers would warrant. In Southern Rhodesia, for 
instance, for 50,000 white voters, there are only a 
few thousand Africans. Northern Rhodesia, not yet 
independent, has the same grave proportion between 
numbers and influence. That is why the African 
afhrms — and it would be difficult to contradict it 
— that as long as this state of affairs lasts, he will 


feel in an unstable and uncertain position, 


But the Federation must face yet another problem: 
the wish of the population of Nyasaland to withdraw 
from the Federation. The leaders of the African 
National Congress of Nyasaland are trying to obtain 
complete self-government free from ties with the 
rest of Central Africa under European dominion. 
Great Britain and the Federal Government naturally 
oppose such pretentions, not only in the interest of 
the majority, but also because they believe that at 
their stage of development, the inhabitants of Nyasa- 


land are incapable of setting up a democratic govern- 
ment that would neither tend towards dictatorship, 
nor fall under the influence of the Communists. On 
the other hand, the independence gained by many Af- 
rican countries has fired the imagination of other 
African leaders who consider that what was possible 
in other parts of Africa is equally possible in Central 
Africa, And yet, so far, the country possesses very 
few professional men. In a population of seven million 
persons, there are a few handful of doctois, lawyers 
and university graduates, and capable political men 
are extremely scarce. 

Much can be said on both sides. On the one hand, 
those in power believe that the population is not ready 
to take over its own destinies, while on the other, the 
African majority suffers from discriminatory treat- 
ment in practically all domains, social, economical 
and political. The present Government if the Fed- 
eration points to its realizations in the economic and 
educational fieids; investors and qualified workers are 
more and more numerous, industrialization is increas- 
ing rapidly, the living standards and educational fa- 
cilities of the population are higher in consequence, 
and the economy of she country is one of the health- 
iest in Africa South of the Sahara. 


Commonwealth Youth Sunday Parade, Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia. 
Photo by L. Titchener — Info. Dept. Northern Rhodesia 
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WITNESS 


“Just as in the early days of Her existence, 
the Church today has great need of witnesses, 
even more than of apologists, of witnesses 
who, by their whole life, will show forth 

the true Face of Christ and of the Church 


before the eyes of this paganized world.” 


The task | have appointed 
you is to go out and bear 
fruit, fruit which will 
endure... . 


John 15:16 
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MTS ME... 


By our words, our acts, our gestures, by our whole life, we must be Christ's witnesses... . 
those who show forth His kindness, His humility, His spirit of poverty, His spirit of sacrifice, 
His spirit of obedience, in a word, His Sanctity . . . those who are ready to give full meaning to the 


word “martyr’’ — either all at once, or drop by drop in the self-denial of every day. 


(== fi Yj , Coat 39, Peggy Rodriguez from 

a2 oo ee ; a ¥. ‘ .. Linwood, California, a mem- 

hs =k - . iia oi ees * ; ber of the Lay Mission 

ao n> . ps a ° ; Helpers of Los Angeles, 


radiates the “spirit of Christ’ 
as she collaborates in the 
work of the White Sisters 
at the Navrongo (Ghana) 
Mission Hospital. 


(Photo — White Fathers) 


WHITE SISTERS 


a) ce i ee 
We oe — Re iewee pes | ee ee sates ii eer Spe ee ne eS, 
y 
{ To 
t —. 
. oa 
4 a ee 
‘ oa 4 
| } 
\ - ‘ 
{ + 2 ‘ 
| 
| — a 
| ~~ ae SRE, EER ey fe ‘ x 
ee rs oe ep fg = a? : 
——— I — See z Ee oe 
ee — d "i BLE Z = I 
te - ' } , 2 4 : 
een 4 * =: a al 
eee 1 —> 
' arn : aa mage a ee ; 
- _ - q ~ ot ¥ 3 F 
<=—g9 : A a > oe . co Y get » 
we : 5 © e ay i 
A , , ° i ‘ ae PC : 
° * Ke > 
i € ew 2 
- “ce “q ¥ +. — ? : 
- SF , ‘ ee 4 7? 
~ $3 . ~ 4 i, ie ome ; 
ergy a é oe 
ees : , —~_ ‘i . ae 
™ rr ¢ a 5 2 . i. : 
H f ‘ ~ : 
‘ . : 
x 
$ — 
f 4 an 
ia “y : 
—,- 4 
: ‘i . a3 * ‘ ot. } 
| by . es . , +a i 
' * o a s : 
J } ” 
+ ak - : r 
: . . 
aes 
F “i * 
i J , 
i 
‘a 3 F 
PC ; - 13 
{’ b " i 
ae ae aa ee ee re RY aR 2 eS ie ete 
re OR eee iat ay pM 3g St. eri aa ai << ele 
OA) ie aaa 5 =; cee cater OMe 2 i ig hse ; 
agg = eel ae er ae aa eo ; BY, 
ae ce sa. ri. le oa Maal ia eee os Aots 
ea -, eee Sle fhe i er ho Te mr P 


Bs 


QD you Cducate a Girl... 


In Arrica, as in every other corner of the world, the 
future depends on the woman — the mother of today 
and tomorrow. And that future is being provided 
er 


Sixty years ago it was clear to the White Fathers 
and the White Sisters that giving boys an education 
without offering the same opportunity to the girls 
would be an invitation to frustration, discontent 
and injustice. 

Following that line was simply being true to the 
tradition of the Church which has always recognized 
the education of girls as important as that of boys. 
This wise Mother of mankind has known from anti- 
quity that neither this earthly city nor Christianity 
can rest on solid ground when future mothers are 


denied the advantages and support of a Christian 
education. 


The late Doctor James Aggrey, famous Ghanian 


philosopher and educator, expressed his thoughts on 
the matter this way: 


IF YOU EDUCATE A BOY, 
YOU EDUCATE ONLY ONE MAN, 
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BUT IF YOU EDUCATE A GIRL 

YOU EDUCATE A WHOLE FAMILY, 

FOR THAT GIRL OF TODAY 

WILL BE THE MOTHER OF TOMORROW, 

AND SHE WILL MAKE HER CHILDREN 
PROFIT 

BY THE BENEFITS OF HER OWN 
EDUCATION. 


Sixty years ago we knew that girls had to be the 
equal of boys in education if understanding, peace 
and prosperity were to reign in society . . . but the 
women and girls did not know it, nor did the men. 
Of what possible use could education be to African 
girls! They were important, even indispensable, when 
it came to family matters, but in village affairs their 
interference and influence was not at all welcome- 

They were made to understand in no uncertain 
terms that home was the limit — and they accepted 
it without question. What woman or girl could learn 
anyhow! Is it surprising that womankind in general 
suffered acutely from “inferiority complex.” 


africa 


Sister Celestine, W.S. from Methuen, Mass. giving her pupils at Bembebe, 
Nyasaland a few pointers about their country. 


_——— 
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first- 
d char- 


a 
These African and 
Nyasaland 


is appreciated as 
class medium of education an 
molding. 
Indian girls of Lilongwe, } 
are getting a few explanations from 
their troop leader. 


Scouting 
acter 


Sr. Marie du Christ-Roi, W.S. from Canada, talks things over with 
women at the Kasama Community Center, Northern Rhodesia. 


; 
, 


Sister Marie Exilda from Lewiston, Maine knows why 
_ = Sister is called “flower of the African 
urch” 


Adapted from an article by Bishop Pailloux, W.F., Apostolic Prefect of Fort-Rosebery, Northern Rhodesia. 


That was the disconcerting picture sixty years ago. has always held our esteem. The Faith has perfected 
It has changed completely. Today many girls of the it and given it more noble channels of expression. 
Federation are walking off with the same official Here is a beautiful illustration of what I mean. ... 
certificates as the boys, and when, as qualified 
teachers, they face a class of their own, they do it One day, Bishop Dupont, the first Vicar Apostolic 
to the complete satisfaction of both government of Bangweolo, Northern Rhodesia, was sitting under 
inspector and Missionary. a tree saying his Breviary, when he noticed a group of 


old women approaching him silently. When quite 
close, they stopped and broke into song in praise of 
his mother. . . . “She had the happiness of carrying 
you in her arms, of giving you to God, to the Church 
and to our country. . . . You who as the first mis- 
sionary Bishop of this place, have brought us the 
faith and peace of Christ... .” There were several 
verses and each one was sung as a solo, but the 
stirring refrain was repeated by all: “Blessed is she 


That the Church has profited greatly by the edu- 
cation of girls is evident in the growth of the diocesan 
Congregation of African Religious. The first mis- 
sionaries were told, “You will never get our girls to 
be Sisters.” . . . Indeed the existing mentality of 
women was not the best thing to start with. But 
time worked miracles of grace and now these 
Religious are the honor of their people. 


Catholic Action among women has developed into who gave you birth. 
a powerful instrument for good. Increasing numbers ; ; 
f ; Sie ; This was the touching gesture of women rescued 
of women are making their influence felt in the 
Der from paganism. Is there not reason to hope for much 
various Church organizations, and the future holds ; : 
Hanis from women of their race who are now reaping the 
great possibilities for further development. . ; a itis 
sweetest, fairest fruits of Christian up-bringing and 
There is a delicacy in the women of Africa that education? 
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Photo — Info. Dept. Northern Rhodesia by S. Young 


THERE WAS A TIME when the problem to induce girls 
to come to school — and to stay — was acute. Now 
it is to provide the ever increasing number of class- 
rooms with teachers. Women have recognized the 
value of education, seek it, and use it. In Northern 
Rhodesia, the “Badge Scheme” has been a first class 
stimulus. 

The Scheme got under way in January 1955. Its 
purpose is to train the women of Northern Rhodesia 
in the domestic arts so that their homes can be im- 
proved and brought to a much higher standard of 
cleanliness, efficiency and comfort. 

At present about 2000 women are attending the 
Badge Scheme classes in urban and rural areas. Many 
of these women are mothers who are learning the 
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heir meals at the White 
Northern Rhodesia. 


Ipusukilo, 
BgaSe 


Top—Learning how to give variety to t 
Homecraft Center, 


Sisters’ 
Photo by Northern Rhodesia Info. Dept. 


Uy" 


same ways of making an attractive, comfortable 
home that their daughters are being taught at school. 
It would do these girls little good to learn the art of 
home-making if at the same time their parents were 
not cooperating by trying to improve conditions at 
home. 

These classes are also beneficial to older girls, who 
are preparing for marriage and motherhood, but who 
either never went to school or did not receive any 
homecraft instruction in the school they attended. 

The Badge Scheme resembles the badge system so 
successful among Scouts and other youth movements. 
The work for each badge takes about 12 lessons and 
includes necessary practical work. At the end of that 
time the women are given a test, and if the instructor 


africa 
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Bottom—Women’s Homecraft Center run by the White Sisters at 
Ipusukilo, Northern Rhodesia. 


judges that they are capable of doing the same quality 
of work in their own homes, they are given a badge. 
Usually it takes from 2 to 6 months to earn one. 


When a women has won five badges — there are 
differently designed badges for the various divisions 
of homecraft — she is awarded a certificate and a 
“star” — a small medallion. 


Our 61 centers have become popular places and 
now we are giving out from 330-400 badges a month. 


These classes were introduced in one of the leper 
settlements in the Northern Province. I visited the 
settlement recently and the patients enthusiastically 
led me into their homes so that I could see how they 
had put their knowledge into practice. Indeed, their 
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Top—Nyasaland girls take their sewing lessons seriously. 
Bottom—Signing up at the Kasama Community Center. 


homes sparkled with polished floors, clothes were 
neatly hung up, cushions covers had color and design. 


Many of the patients have to stay at the settlement 
for two years or more before they are completely 
cured. After that, even if they have lost some parts 
of their fingers, they are no longer infectious and 
can live a relatively normal life. When they can re- 
turn to their own villages, I am sure they will be 
doubly glad that they have learned how to make a 
home a pleasant, lovely place in which to live. 


Extract from “The Badge Scheme” 
by Mary Mann 
of the Northern Rhodesian Education Service. 
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Sr. Joanella from Washington, D. C. 


is teaching at Lilongwe, Nyasaland. 


IT WAs MORNING and was comparatively quiet for a 
change, because it was Saturday morning, and all our 
children were either at home in the village, helping 
their mothers to pound the maize into flour, or wash- 
ing their clothes at the river, or running around in 
the market place. 


I was sitting at the table in the Community room 
trying to figure out a plan for the next meeting of 
our Catholic Action group, while Averina, the good 
Catholic woman who helps with the washing and 
cleaning, gingerly pushed the iron over our veils and 


habits. 


Suddenly the Sabbatical silence was shattered by a 
shrill voice singing the equivalent of “Holy God We 
Praise Thee” in Chinyanja. Averina and I at once 
looked at each other in consternation; there was cer- 
tainly no one else in the room, nor was the voice 
coming from outside .. . but rather from above us. 


In accompaniment to the tune, we heard sharp 
raps, as if someone were poking around on the other 
side of the ceiling with a stick. And then the truth 
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WE WAGE WAR AGAINST OUR UN-INVITED “GUESTS” 


dawned upon me; it must be little Antonio, whose job 
it is to climb up between the ceiling and roof every 
day, to discover if any termites have begun to make 
a feast of the ceiling beams since the day before. If 
he finds any of these little visitors he must give them 
a shower-bath with a certain preparation which is 
sure to put an end to their banquet . . . and to them- 
selves. 


Antonio, zealous little watchman that he is, leaves 
no beam untapped, and while doing so on this par- 
ticular day, accompanied his rappings with a hymn. 


These termites are really terrible. Just a few months 
ago they finished off the ceiling of our chapel, so 
that if we had gone on much longer, we would have 
been surprised during our morning meditation by a 
big piece of it landing on our heads. 


We had to make a temporary chapel of one of the 
classrooms, while they tore down the old ceiling and 
put up a nice new one, composed of African mats, 
which are harder for termites to digest than the 
beaver-board which had composed the old ceiling. 
During that time, in our class-room chapel, we prayed 
by candlelight, and we felt a little like the Five Wise 
Virgins with their lamps, except that we were six, 
and we had no lamps but only candle stumps. 


Then there are the flowers . . . or rather there are 
NO flowers, thanks to those industrious little friends 
of ours. Some very persevering Sisters have tried to 
start a hedge (six times to be exact), and just when 
their efforts were being rewarded, and their many 
waterings beginning to take effect, the miscroscopic 
leaves that had started to appear on these dry, very 
dry sticks, became a sickly yellow, one after another, 
and then began to dry up completely under the very 
eyes of the discouraged Sisters who, on pulling up one 
of the cuttings to get at the root of thing, found that 
the poor little plant had no roots at all . . . because 
the termites had passed that way. 


Right now out in front there is a little hedge about 
1% feet high. That is the highest any hedge around 
here has ever grown. But it is looked on with suspi- 
cion because it, too, may become a poignant reminder 
that “everything on this earth is passing.” 


Termites also eat shoes, pictures and furniture — 
they are not fussy. 


I didn’t quite believe that they could eat shoes until 
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I was sweeping one day and I picked up a pair of 
shoes, and lo and behold! they just fell apart into 
powdery crumbs when I touched them. The destruc- 
tive little fellows were hard at work inside. It seems 
that the shoes were touching the wall and the ter- 
mites, who always work under cover, tunnelled up 
inside the wall, and came out just at the precise place 
where the shoes were. It’s not every day that they 
can have such a savoury snack, so they set to work 
and by the time I came along, they were at the last 
course. 


Sr. Jean de Britto had prepared some lovely pic- 
tures for her class-room, all pasted on brightly col- 
ored paper. Her class was really a cheerful place after 
that, until a family of termites decided to move in. 
They chanced upon a picture of a boy with his dog, 
and by the following morning all that remained of 
the scene was the puppy’s tail. 


Termites have no respect for school books — and 
have been known to eat a whole stack of them. May- 
be they are hungry for knowledge!!! 

With my mind still filled with the thoughts of 
termites and hedges and shoes and pictures, I finished 
off the plan for the Catholic Action Meeting, and 
Averina continued her ironing and little Antonio 
climbed down his high ladder, from the trap door in 
the ceiling over the porch, still singing his “Holy 
God We Praise Thy Name.” 


Was he, after all, just another King David who 
had found good in creation—big and small. 


“How great are Thy works, O Lord? 
Thou has made all things in wisdom: 
The earth is filled with Thy riches... 
There are creeping things without number: 
Creatures little and great 
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All expect of Thee that Thou givest them 
food in season..... 


When thou givest to them they shall gather up: 


When thou openest Thy hand, they shall all 
be filled with good.... 


May the glory of the Lord endure forever: 
The Lord shall rejoice in His works.” 


—Ps. 103 
Written by Sr. M. Joanella, W'S. 
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HAVE YUU HEARD 
Ur MUA? 


The leper-settlement in Mua, Nyasaland was begun barely a 
quarter of a century ago, but it has more than 500 patients in four little 
villages that together form the big Lepers’ Village. 


Mua LeEprosariuM is situated a mile further down 
the valley than the Mission, on a large roughly tri- 
angular, plot of land. It is a real village with its own 
Church, where the Blessed Sacrament is always re- 
served, It has about 200 houses, a school, two small 
stores, a dispensary, a laboratory, and a new hospital 
in the process of being built—but a word about each, 
in turn. 


The Church is fairly large; about 300 people can 
find reasonable sitting space on the floor . . . the lack 
of benches being deliberate. In connection with the 
Church there is quite an active Legion of Mary 
Group. The Catechumenate is led by four Catechists, 
and men and women instruct some 50 Catechumens 
in four groups. The work of bringing in the pagans 
is rather a slow process in these parts; but we always 
have the consolation of baptizing the old people, who, 
seeing death approach, ask to be baptized, because 
deep in their hearts they want God and want to go 
to Him after death. 

The houses are all circular, many of them are of 
brick, and have a tiled roof. The others are mud 
houses of the early times of the leprosarium, but little 
by little, as funds allow, these are being replaced by 
the more spacious brick houses. All have a covered 
verandah around two-thirds of the circumference, 
where the firewood is stored and the cooking done. 
This, in principle, to prevent the necessity of lighting 
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a fire inside the house. There are grass paths between 
all the brick houses, and many have fruit trees and 
flower gardens. Generally speaking, the people are 
proud of their homes and look after them very well, 
realizing that they would not be so well off in their 
own villages. 


Because treatment is long we try to organize activ- 
ities for the people to keep them happy and to prevent 
them from going into the nearby villages. It is to 
this end that the little stores are run. Here the people 
can buy soap, matches, cigarettes, paraffin, etc. at a 
low price. A small clothing store is also a popular 
place. For the young people we have a complete Scout 
troop, senior Scouts, Scouts and Cubs .. . and we are 
just starting the Brownies for the girls. At present 
we are getting a sports pavilion organized with as 
many games as we can think of for the men. The 
lads are already keen football players, and little by 
little we hope to introduce them to table tennis, nine- 
pins, and other such games. In the pavilion we shall 
install a library, as many of the men know how to 
read and are keen about information on lots of sub- 
jects. 


Every patient has a garden where he grows maize, 
beans, rice—according to his own desires, As they re- 
ceive their food all the year round, this garden can 
be for them a substantial form of gaining a little 
money. 
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Seven White Sisters follow the construction with 
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Etienne-Marie, W.S. 
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Sr. M. Dismas from Chicago, Ill., presently stationed at Mua, is being taught Cinyanja, the language most commonly spoken in Nyasaland. 


PAPAS Bla. ont 


IN THE MISSION church one pleasant evening about 
€:30 we were all brought down to earth by the 
pitter-patter of bare feet, and a loud plonk, plonk, 
plonk! Our attention was caught by this sound and 
all of us, turned our heads to see, what earthly crea- 
ture was making this unearthly sound. 

To our astonishment we saw a procession of native 
youngsters from the nearby village ranging from the 
age of two to about 5, enter the church in single file. 
As they came in front of the altar, each one of them 
genuflected, but their eyes and backs were facing the 
people. So, with a little imagination you can see why 
our attention was caught. ... A laugh and snicker 
could be heard, faintly, but heard anyway, in the 
quiet of the church. 

Now as to the PLONK, PLONK, PLONK! Here, 


coming along the tail end of the procession was a 
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small two year old boy, named Paulo; wearing a 
shrunken little T-shirt and a pair of little pants too 
small for him, and the most enormous pair of shoes 
imaginable for such two small feet. Papa’s shoes they 
were, and probably a size 12. 

What sent the congregation laughing behind their 
hands was when the youngster, following the others, 
made a genuflection on both knees, with those big 
shces on. To his astonishment when he tried to rise, 
he couldn’t do it. But being a bright youngster of 
two years, and working his little brain gave him the 
idea to pull off those big shoes, make another genu- 
flection, get up, step back into those big shoes again, 
and nonchalantly walk on, as if it were an everyday 
routine, wearing Papa’s big shoes. 


Sr. M. Dismas 
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PLEASE HELP US “BUILD UP” 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN AFRICA 
BY BUYING SOME BRICKS 
FOR OUR NEW HOME. 


WHITE SISTERS CONVENT 


319 MIDDLESEX AVE. - METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 
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